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TITLE 280 – DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

CHAPTER 30 – DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

SUBCHAPTER 10 – REGISTRATION 

PART 14 – Issuance of Year of Manufacture License Plates 

14.1 Authority 

 This Regulation is promulgated pursuant to the authority granted in R.I. Gen. 

Laws §§ 31-1-3(a)(3) and 31-2-4. 

14.2 Definitions 

A. “Administrator” means the Administrator of the Division of Motor Vehicles, or his 
or her designee. 

B. "Eligible vehicle" means any vehicle over twenty-five (25) years of age, based on 

model year, that is used in exhibitions, club activities, parades, and other 
functions of public interest, or used for limited enjoyment and purposes other 

than the previously mentioned activities, but may not be used primarily for the 
transportation of passengers or goods over any public highway. 

C. "Year of manufacture plate" or "YOM plate" means a registration plate, or an 

exact replica thereof, issued by the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles in 
the same year as the model year of the vehicle to which it is to be registered. 

D. "Replica" means an exact copy or reproduction of a registration plate matching 
material, dimensions, embossing, coloring, lettering and style of a plate issued by 
the Division of Motor Vehicles in the year for which it purports to represent. 

E. "Dual register" means that a vehicle is registered with two (2) sets of registration 
plates: a primary plate, and a secondary plate. 

F. "Primary plate" is the current registration certificate and license plate issued by 
the Division of Motor Vehicles that serves as the main registration for the vehicle 
as required by law for the vehicle type. 

G. "Secondary plate" is the Year of Manufacture plate. 

H. "YOM" is an abbreviation for Year of Manufacture. 

I. "YOM use" means the model years of vehicle for which a specific plate can be 
used. 



J. "Tab" is a square marker made of metal which was affixed to license plates in 
order to indicate the expiration date of the plate. Tabs were not utilized from the 

year 1962 onward. Any tab which is affixed to a YOM plate must correspond to 
the model year of the vehicle. 

K. "Sticker" is a flexible vinyl marker which is affixed to license plates in order to 
indicate the expiration date of the plate. Any sticker which is affixed to a YOM 
plate must correspond to the model year of the vehicle. 

14.3 Purpose 

 The purpose of this Part is to enable the Division of Motor Vehicles to issue Year 

of Manufacture registrations for vehicles twenty-five (25) years old and older. 

14.4 Applicability 

 This Part applies to each application for Year of Manufacture Plates. 

14.5 Administrative Policies 

A. Registration Requirements 

1. YOM plates from only the following plate types will be considered: 
Passenger, Commercial, Combination, Antique, Motorcycle, Camper, 

Suburban, and Veteran. 

a. Veteran and military types of plates would still require the registrant 
to qualify for use of that plate type. 

2. All YOM registrations must be dual register. 

a. All YOM plates will be "secondary registrations." 

3. The primary plate for the vehicle does not need to be an Antique Plate. 

4. If the primary plate (whether antique or other type) were to expire, the 
YOM registration would be deemed inactive regardless of its expiration 

date. The primary plate must be active in order for the vehicle to be 
considered validly registered. 

5. The primary registration must be provided to the DMV for confirmation that 
it is valid. 

6. An applicant may not reserve a YOM plate unless the vehicle is an eligible 

vehicle which is already registered with a primary plate. 

7. Only one (1) YOM plate is required. Front and rear plates are not 

mandatory, however, if a registrant has only one (1) YOM plate, it shall be 



displayed on the REAR of the vehicle. The primary plate must be 
displayed on, or carried in the vehicle, and available to be furnished to law 

enforcement at all times. 

8. Two (2) registration certificates must be carried in the vehicle; one (1) for 

the YOM and one (1) for the primary plate. Both registration certificates 
must be furnished to law enforcement, or other government officials upon 
demand. 

9. When traveling outside of Rhode Island, the primary plates must be the 
plates displayed on the vehicle. 

10. If the vehicle requires a biannual safety and emissions inspection (due to 
the primary plate being something other than Antique), the primary plates 
must be displayed at the time of inspection. 

B. Plate Requirements 

1. All YOM plates are subject to approval by the Administrator or his or her 

designee. 

2. The plate must be physically presented at the RIDMV for inspection and 
final approval. 

3. A YOM plate must be clearly legible, in generally good repair and its 
letters and/or numbers must be unaltered. The plate must meet or exceed 

minimum visibility requirements as set by the Safety and Emissions Office 
and law enforcement. The plate must be clearly visible in accordance with 
current Safety and Emissions license plate standards. 

4. Reconditioned plates are acceptable, provided that they comply with these 
Regulations. 

5. Only Rhode Island plates shall be permitted. 

6. Acceptable YOM plates include original, authentic plates which were 
issued by the Division of Motor Vehicles during the calendar year of the 

model of the vehicle, or replicas of authentic plates issued and/or 
manufactured as such. 

a. Please refer to a Guidance Document issued by the DMV, titled 
“Year of Manufacture Plate Design Guide,” for plate specifications 
and interchangeability. 

7. The YOM plate type must correspond to the type of vehicle to which it is to 
be affixed. (e.g., a YOM plate that states “commercial” or “Comm” on it 

cannot be used on a passenger vehicle.) 



8. No duplicates of any particular sequence of numbers or letters shall be 
permitted, regardless of the year of the YOM plate. Once a number/letter 

sequence has been registered as a YOM plate, the same number/letter 
sequence cannot be used again no matter the year of the plate. YOM is its 

own plate type, and sequencing will not delineate the year of the plate. 

9. Sequencing will be on a first come, first served basis. 

10. There will be no “preferred” YOM plates. 

11. No "courtesy" plates as defined in R.I. Gen. Law § 31-3-17.1 shall be 
permitted. 

12. Validation stickers, besides the original sticker showing the year of 
manufacture, will NOT be required on these plates. The DMV will not 
issue new validation stickers for these plates upon renewal. 

13. Tabs and stickers can either be authentic (issued and/or manufactured 
under the auspices of the Rhode Island DMV during the calendar year of 

the model of the vehicle) OR they can be a “replica” of same. The 
customer will be responsible for obtaining the stickers and/or tabs. When 
the plate is approved for registration, the stickers or tabs must be properly 

affixed to the plate. 

C. Fees 

1. There shall be no fee for applying for approval for a YOM plate. 

2. Upon approval of the physical plate, fees would be identical to those of 
antique registrations and renewals. 
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